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Summer Dance

First Neighborhooc’, O]cl West

I nd, Cherry fest, Arab American

Fest,}jﬂair hovl\i, Crolsbg. Boblbﬁ
ins, hairspray, skirts, glitter, jewels,

Stunt l’zair.PO)g my! 5 J

Jt seems like a whirlwind of constant
activity in the studio these dags,
even if we are on summer “break”. |t
is so great to see Monsters out and
about rePresenting Middle | astern
Dance and its community, as well

as our studio and our community.

[~ ach show, we not onig erform our
studio Pieces, we also educate the
Public about our art form. ]’ve heard
many Positive comments from festival
attendees regarcling their idea of
be”y dance and what we present. ]’m
always thrilled that our shows feature
diversity in the Perﬁormers, costumes
and in the dances.

[~ ach year, it seems like our pro-
cesses and performers become more
organized and more Pro{:essional. We
all owe Ke”g ]:orcl a huge thanks for
keeping us in order. Qur Promcession~
alism s’?ows to the festival organizers
and its attenc!ees, which reflects on
the Middle |~ astern Dance commu-
nity as a whole. K6”9 makes certain
we make a goocl imPression.

This year, the Monsters have danced
through heat, rain, sound issues, glass
on stages and more, while kee ing
the ener?ihi hand Positive. ram 50
Proud ort ei/\onsters and the sup-
ort I have seen given to each other
at each event. l know this will continue
tlﬂrou%z the remaining festivals of the

year. Keep up the great work ladies!

| admit to trepidation
approaching this year's
E{Eduction.gr‘]owgwou]d we
top last year’s Mirage? M3
own schedule was a readg
50 bookecl, how would |
find time to create enougl—z
Our ranks
had cxpanded so over the

choreographies?

G . had on]ﬂ 10 tickets left to sell. T

¢
Aqg'ek‘ Centers for Middle Eastern Dance

L

past year, how could | manage the run time of the program and still give all the

groups stage time? (_ould we afford to hire enough technical and artistic sup-
odrt to a]ccijm]moclate the number of dancers who wanted to Per{:orm? Anc{ on

and on..|..)....].

At one Point | was commiserating over the above with an
out of state co”eaguc. She reminded me of advice | had
dispensed to her in similar circumstances a few years back.
“Step back, and let the group dgnamics evolve” Aclmi’c~
tedlg, it's not always casy taking one’s own advice, but m
friend has a way o% clearing my cad. ] vowed to steP back.

Jn January, we added T ribal Stgle and in APril, i f“‘loP,
to our menu of classes. Monsters were expressing tEeir
interest in exPanding horizons and taking the initiative to
make it happen. Level i and ]~B dancers asked to dance
in the performance, and several studio members opted to
create choreographies for their chosen groups or to steP
up for their first solo performances. | he rogram was
coming togetlﬂcr with traditional, tribal, modern bc”y dance
and some world dance in the mix.

But two weeks before show time, our budget was so
stressed due to low ticket sales, | had to face the option of
cance”ing. Jve never been faced with that..ever. ¢ et the
group ynamics evolve..” | laid it out for the Monsters, and
within one week, we made budget B PerFormance cla3
thirt minutes before
curtain, PeoP]e were scalping tickets in the lobby and on
the street in front of the theatre. Some rePortecl Paﬂing
double the face value to geta ticket. Others were in-
censed that both seating and standing room were sold out
and tl'leg were turned away. T alk about group clgnamics...

The tit]e] “Evolutions” was chosen to reflect the growth of
individual dancers as well as the growth of the stu§io and
its ogerings. | think | evolved, too, in this years process.
Monsters are clgnamic and Mons’ccrs magc it haPPcn. You
are loved and aPPreCiatecl.

Aegela A[] Evo]utions Plﬁotos
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f‘l ave You f“ eard?

Ae ela will be included in

To edo’s 100 Most ]nspira-
tional Fcople book due out late
this year! She’s getting more

famous every dagl

Fa al Fatcl graduatecl with a
Fh% in Piomedical Sciences
with concentration in (ardio-
vascular and Metabolic Disease

from the Urxiversitg of T oledo.
Congrats Fagal! Sac{lg) Fagal
will be leaving in September to
join a research lab at the (Jni-
v€rsit9 of Massaclﬂusctts Mcdi~

cal School in Boston. \We miss
her a]readg!

Kcllg I:orcl is headed to
German3 for her company,
FirstSolaerortraining. [Her
trip goes from June 18 to June
25. lease come back Kc”g, we
need 9ou1

\Voni (Garrett is nursing a foot
irjurg 50 is missiﬂg dance for
several weeks. Get well soon!

Ashleg Smith was injured ina
motorcycle accidentand is off

WOF‘( Fora WCCi(. WC WlS!"l her a

sPceclg recovery!

Quur hearts and condolences go
out to Becca Huth and her
Fami]g in the loss of 3 relatives in
the recent tornado in Mimbury,

OH.

Sue Rgan’s father passed away
\SundagJ Mag 2. e had been
n declining health for some time.
Our sgmpathies and condo-

lences Suel

]ntcrcstecl in going to E_gﬂpt in

Januarg? Flease see Aegela or

Rachea]. We are in the P%anning

stages on a trip to (Cairo and
uxor.



