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Keeping it Professional
by Racheal Wallace

One clag Past or]cu’curc, you may be
asked to perform in a restaurant or
other venue away from the comfort of
our studio. This oPPortunitg should be
treated with the utmost Pro{:essiona -
ism. Fart one of ourroleis a Fan’casy.
KCCP in mind that you are Portraging
the audience’s idea of a belly dancer.
Show up in costume, with Fu?l makeup
and hair. Dazzle the audience, interact-
ing with them. KeeP it clean and ligl—]t
hearted and flirt just a little. \Weara
coverup after the Pchormancc‘ ave
the costume for the show only. T en
leave just as mgsterious y as you came
in,in your cover up. Jtis imPortant for
the audience to not see you in jeans and
a t shirt. Make them believe this is what
you do fora living‘

You must a]wags remember thatitis a
ob. Parttwo of ourjob is to represent
all “belly dancers” wéh integrity. This
means gﬂowing up on time or earl}j,
honoring time and financial agreements
and{:genera”{j carrying oneseﬁ as a

pro essional. ]:o”%w all of our studio’s
Professiona] rules: no gum cl—lcwing, wear
Panties, have an aPProPriate costume,
etc. | would add no smoking, drinking,
swearing or other frowned upon behav-
iors in the establishment in which you
are dancing [tis also important to tailor
your PerFormance to the audience. For
examPle, Arab audiences may not like
T urkish music and restaurant Pchor—
mances should be upbeat and mobile.
]Fgour dancing is fantastic, but you
break the rules of Pro{:essionalism, you
can quick]&l—ldamage your rePutation

as well as the reputation of the dancer
communit}j. ] always trg to keep these
two roles in mind abjurin Pencormances
outside the studio anc]guse them as a
baseline. So far, it has kept me out of
trouble.
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A world away, next door
by Deb Bard

With so many grand sights of Fyramicls, the
Sphinx, Alexanclria, the Mediterranean, K han-
AEKhalili and endless museums and historic
mosques, where should ] start? We”, these
sigl'\ts cannot compare to what left me with the
cleePest and most lasting imPression, the PeoPle.

Egyptian Feople, Lesson #1: Thﬁare aworld

away from us, but right next door. ere are so
many cultural digercnccs, but when ] look past
all tlﬁat, we are the same.

T his was most evident our last nigl‘lt in Cairo.
Memo, a merchant near the Fgramic{s of Giza,
invited us to dinner at his home. [Je and his wife,
Salwa, have 7 children. Thcy are a more tradi-
tional Muslim gamilg with the gir]s wearing heads-
carves and Selma wearing the niciab. e niqab
is a black dress that covers evergthing from head
to toe with just a small slit for the eyes. She wore
all but the leJace covering in our presence.

We were met at the door of the massive old home by one of the young daughters
who had a big smile, a big hello, and shook hands with each of us. \We ate with Memo
ina Familg room Arabic style at a low table and sitting on Pi”ows. Salwa and the
claugl‘xtcrs laid out a Feast%)epore us. Salacl, ]amb, lentils, Potatoes, vegetables, a
noodle dish which translated into |~ nelish as “bird tongues” for obvious reasons, and
the ever present round flat bread, eish baladi. Salwa and the children ate else-

where as is the tradition. A]Cter dinncr, theg a“Joincd us aéain. We ta”(ecl, laughcd,

rjvagchecl the babg granclson, Yusi]c, entertain, and siPPed clba, the best tea ]’ve ever
ad.
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Sara, 18, had a great curiosity about the US
and us, articulaﬁ about dating and relation- [
shiPs. ghc said sﬁe learned [~ nglish bg watch- ;md
in Englisl‘\ TV shows with Ara%ic subtitles. -

e sPoke it quite well. Grey’s Anatomg is
herfavorite and she is a big atrick Dem sey
fan. She also adores Jennhccr Lopez. gara
gave Ac ela alesson on how to put on and
wear the%eadscarﬁ ] believe that if Ae-

cla had room in herluggage, she would have

acked Sara up and brought her back here.
Eegore we left, we requestec{ a {:amily Picturc Salwa ut her face covering on and
with a sense of humor, did her ghost impcrsonation, “(5000000....”. thn oocﬂ)gcs
came, Salwa, in her limited Englislw, said “] love you.” to cach of us. A woré away,
but right next door.
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Mea Agora with (_armine!

up to dance.

Aeéela and the Mﬁstic | otus ladies are hard at
wor glanning another BCH{ ]:lea Agora Marctx

271 (Carmine (uida will be here as a spccial

cian, teacher and Pertormer based in New York‘

Ohne of his many musical Projccts is studio favor-

guest for the event. Carmine is a renowned musi-

ite, Djirm. Carminc will teach a drum workstlop
and a class for communication between dancers
and drummers and working togcther.

Ttne f:!ea Agora will also feature dancing, wares
forsale, a massage area, and a Fromoting You
table. Admissionis $10. Contact Acgela to reserve a table or sign

Camel Calenctar
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rﬂave You r—i eard?

Durant Ctxar]es Smith was born
Saturclag, Februarg 1% at2:0% p-m.

to Sara o
: .f,

and T odd
Smith.

Durant
weigtxe& 6

b 5 oz. and
was 20.5
inches long.

Durant s S ‘h
joins sisters

Annabelle and Lagla. Congrats
Smith Fami]g!

Mgstic Lotus welcomed another
dancer! Melissa berjamin gave birth
to | ilianna Marie-Rose Benjamin
at 8:02a.m., on ]:rida s December
25th. What a great hristmas gitt!
At birth, | ilianna was 7
ounces, an
21-1/2 inches
tall. Melissa
rePorts she
is tlﬂriving, a
reat nurser

and has the

sweetest

facial expres-
sions! 501%
grats Ber:ja~

min tamilu.

pounds 8

(atherine Grau had another article
Publist‘edl Her second article, “Nurs-
es and Computerized Sgstems: |s
“T"land&On” Most f"‘]elptul?” was
featured in Nursing Manaéement’s

Januarg issue. Congrats atherine!

Clﬂergl Jotmson’s great granc{mottl~
er, Augre Co]eman Wise, Passed
away ecember 1 2,2009. Her
granc{mottwer, Maxine Wise Jennings,
Passec{ awa Deceml}er 29,2009.
(Cheryl said, “A]though this was a
very ifficult time for my tami!g and
mgse]t, it was made... easier for me bu
my dance friends. lmagine my sur-
Prise, when | look up at the visitation
to see my fellow dancers there for
me. M9 text message inbox was full
of sgmpathu notes. Tt}ere were ca”s,
and there were t:ugs. Lots of hugs.”

Our deepest sym athies go outto
thergl a{r:x)cl txertali:i]u.



