Rakkasah!

by Jen Pak

Rakkasah [T astis a weeuong be”g
dance conference of workshops,
caPPccl bg massive amounts ofshory
ing and Pcncormanccs‘ T his event
Erings togcthcr bc”3 dancers from
all over the country, giving you the
oPPortunit to learn from teachers
and network with dancers you might
otherwise never meet. | he six work-
shoPs ] took ( ou don’t have to do
the entire wcc{ of workshops, its ala
carte) were fabulous, iving me a lot
of new tcchniqucs anfconccpts.

| had massive fun watching the per-
formances, some of which were abso-
lutc]g fantastic and some mind-blow-
ingly bad. Put with over 25 hours
oftﬁcm, your brain can start to shut
down from the overload of sParklcs
and shimmies. | suggest Periodic
breaks forfood and air. (] onlg made
it though about half of them.)

Anothcrgrcat thing about Rak-
kasah was the live Middle |~ astern
bands, who were available for the
dancers’ PerFormances. You could
have them Plag specific tracks from
their albums, or htogou were gcc]ing
brave, you could imProv. The bands
also had “oPcn dancing” Pcriocls in
between Per‘Formances and after
hours dance Partics.

Definitely worth the occasional triP
to Ncw ersey, but going every year
would be be”g dance overload.

An cxPression that has come to denote a raritg. ln Januarg, we
have one; that is, a second full moon in one month. Bemice, are

you reac]g for this?

The New Year starts with a rarity for me. [Tor the first time in

my many triPs to E_gypt, ] will ce!cfg)rate both the New Year and
60Ptic Christmas in Cairo. ] will also be taking my first group of
Acge]a Monsters to Egyp’c. Sandy (haietto, Deb Bard, and
Catl—]erine Grag wil join me for a week in Cairo. As you read tl'lis,
we will have tranquilized Sandg, PuSl’lCCJ her onto the plane and will
be headed for ajventure. Egypt, are you rcadg for this?

Ferhaps beginning the year in the B]ue Moon Phase bodes well.
] don’t make rcso]utions, and ] dor’t dwell on the shoulc{a, wou]cla,
coulda. Karelg do ] look back) excePt to recall our acl—xicvcments,
and | don’t consider an expericnce aloss if | learned from it. Jt's
less about where we’vckfzcen, than where we are going.

Agoa] of mine is to Provic{e a studio environment for each of you
to grow with your dance. Some ofzgou may want to teach, others
may want to write choreographies, and some would like to be able
to give a Prescntation about dance to groups. Others may like
to design sets or costumes. Just want to dance more? E_ach of
you has her own circle of Friends, acquaintances and community
contacts. Someone in those various groups would welcome your
talent in their own endeavors.

As our studio grows in numbers and increases it's community pres-
ence, it isn’t possible Forjust one person to unearth all the oppor-
tunities for the group. llc ou have an “itch to scratch,” let us know.
You have the suPPort ora Powcrful and talented group of women,
and twelve months of op or’cunity ahead. l]cgou’ve ever thought..
“once on a blue moon, ]’ like to...,” here’s your chance.

[Ha New Yearl
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Aege]a Monster Sightings

We’ve been so busg, we don’t have
room to show all the things Aegela
Monsters have been up to these Past
two months! Here are some higl’u!iglﬂts:
Le)ct toP, Aegela Monsters at the Mgstic
Lotus Haﬂa. Le]ct bottom, A
sters at the 2009 [Hair Show‘
Bernice ins the tail on the camel at the
studio }Jir’thdag arty. Right, Acgcla takes
down the be”g~ ancer Piﬁata.
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f’iave You r‘] eard?

| isa Losek is now | _isa u%rmanl
| isa got married October PO,
2009 at the Biltmore [~ state in

Asl—lcvillc, NC to Jol'm (/lhrman.

ongratsl

QOur own |_aura [Jansen, current
President of Thc \/i”age Hag~
ers Tlﬂeatre, recentlg Proclucecl
a Plag called “Murder Among
Friends.” T he show was written
b BOE Barre and directed 199

ennifer Roc wood. ]t involved
an aging actor, his rich wife and
a doubé dealing agentina New
York c]uplex where a murder oc-
curs, but not one of the P]anncd
ones. | he show opened Nov 6

ancl ran ICOF three WCC‘(S and re~

ceived many write ups, includin
some from | he Blfcle} The Tg.o~

ledo [Free Fress, T he T oledo
(%i%ﬂ Fapcr and | he Universitg

OlCClO.

(Candace Byin ton is goin
back to school orgra;ﬁic itsign
at Davis Co”ege. (Candace
should complctc the program ]33
201 1. Congrats Candaccl

Sandg (Gaietto has a newjob as
the Activité SUPervisor at the

Goerlich enter on the campus
of F]owcr Hospitall Tl‘]c center
is an Alzheimers & Dementia
Care Ccnter and is affiliated
with FroMedica and F]ower
HosPital. Sandg will begin
working upon her return ?rom
E_ggpt in Januarg. Congrats

an 3!

Dort Forget about the ‘attitude
jar? When one utters the words
“] can’t” or makes a negative
comment about oneself, one will
have to ay the Attitude Jar 25
cents. Fhejar will he!P our Race

for the Cure team raise dona-
tions for the overall team.



